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Introduction

In the 20th century, more than ever before, the world is being
shaped by science. The scientific enterprise is not only “millions of
people trying to understand how the world ticks,” to quote John
Maddox, the Editor of ‘Nature’. It is much more. Science is
providing today’s society with the kind of information that will
change the society of the future. Scientists have become leading
actors in world history.

The results of scientific research determine the way food is
produced, wars are fought and procreation is regulated. Communi-
cation, health care, transport, trade, industry and countless other
aspects of daily life have been drastically and permanently changed
as a result of the discoveries made by that disciplined form of
human curiosity that we call science.

Science is, in the words of the American author David Halber-
stam, ‘the engine of modern society’. “It is evident that we live in a
technology-driven world and that those societies who excel at sci-
ence, not just pure science but the application of it, are going to be
the successful ones.” Knowledge, primarily scientific knowledge,
provides the new raw material for prosperity. It is a major instru-
ment, to some even a weapon, in the rivalry between social classes,
countries and trading blocks.

For some time now, scientists have no longer been able to shut
themselves away in their proverbial ivory towers. Even in the
socialized universities, where they could still shelter from the harsh
world, in the last decades it has become clear that there is no way in
which they can shirk their prominent role in the society of the late
twentieth and early twenty-first century.

Science has a central place in today’s world. And if a rare
scientist does not yet realize this, politicians, activists, journalists,
economists and lawyers are ready to remind him of it. Science is in
the world, that is to say, science can be found at school, on Wall
Street, in the home, in the factory, on the battlefield and in the
news.
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